Introduction
Lactarius hysginoides M. Korhonen & Ulvinen was tentatively presented in Finnish in the book 'Suomen rouskut' (Korhonen 1984 , Finnish name 'nororousku'). The name had been published earlier as L. hysginoides Ulvinen (nom. nudum; Ulvinen et al. 1981 ) and the fungus had actually been known in Finland for over ten years, mainly in the north of the country, having first been discovered by Tauno Ulvinen. During those first years we gradually learned more about this nameless milk-cap. In particular, several collections and notes on the species were made by Dr. Ilkka Kyt6vuori. He has kindly placed his fine material and notes at our disposal. It seems that no such species has been recognized earlier in either Europe or North America. Pileus (2-) 3-5 (-8) em wide, becoming shallowly infundibuliform with age, uniformly reddish greybrown to brownish grey, or occasionally with slightly darker brown spots or zones; very rarely with a small umbo; surface somewhat viscid; margin inrolled, rather narrowly pruinose, undulating when older. Lamellae whitish with tinges of yellow-brown and red, subdistant, adnate to shortly decurrent. Stipe pale grey-brown, with a tinge of red, fairly thick and short, often not longer than diameter of the cap, first solid but becoming hollow when old, surface slightly viscid. Context of pileus pale yellow-brown, soft. Latex watery white, unchanging or drying to very pale yellowish grey. Taste mild, but gradually changing to faintly acrid. Spores 7.5-9.5 X 5.5-6.5 J.Lm, fairly narrow ellipsoid, ornamentation composed of thin, partly broken or continuous ridges and of isolated warts, mostly not more than 0.5 J.Lm high. Macrocystidia 45-52 X 5-7 J.Lm, often of equal thickness up to the apex. Pseudocystidia 2-4 J.Lm wide. Cap surface hyphae gelatinized, hyaline, with large pigment particles within cells and on their walls when mounted in Melzer's reagent. All collections were made in the northern and middle boreal forest zones (Fig. 3 , see also the map in Korhonen 1984: 141) L. hysginoides is reported to be edible after blanching in boiling water (Korhonen 1984) .
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